
 

 

IMMUNO-Model COST Action (CA21135) Young Researchers and Innovators 

meeting – YRI on Immunotherapies: The Future is Now 

Thursday, September 25th 2025 

Instituto Português de Oncologia do Porto Francisco Gentil,  

Porto, Portugal 

 

Arrival of attendees & Registration 8:30 – 9:00 

  

Welcome and 
Opening Remarks 

The Importance of Immuno-Oncology Research  
for Clinical Practice 
Cármen Jerónimo 

(Director of the IPO Porto Research Center, Portugal) 

9:00 – 9:10 

   

Session 1 9:10 – 10:25 

Invited Speaker – Career 
Paths and Opportunities 

Where a PhD Can Take You:  
Exploring Career Paths and Skills 

Elena Hoffer 
(Alma.me, Sweden)  

9:10 – 9:35 

Selected Abstract 1 

Novel in vitro and in vivo models to evaluate NK cell-
based immunotherapies against lung metastases 

Paula Martín-Rubio 
(PhD student, IIS Aragón, Spain)  

9:35 – 9:45 

Selected Abstract 2 

CD49a+ CD10+ mesenchymal stromal cells aim to 
tolerate the inflammatory TME and 

repurpose immune responses against cancer cells 
Panagiotis Mallis 

(Postdoctoral Fellow, BRFAA, Greece)  

9:45 – 9:55 

Selected Abstract 3 

Longitudinal clustering of TNBC patients using 
transcriptomics data: a trajectory distance-based 

approach 
Marco Barreca 

(PhD student, UNIMIB, Italy)  

9:55 – 10:05 

Selected Abstract 4 

Targeting EGFR and STAT3 in ETV1-positive prostate 
cancer: insights from 2D and 3D co-culture models 

Elsa Paiva 
(PhD student, IPO Porto, Portugal)  

10:05 – 10:15 

Q&A and  
Open Discussion 

 10:15 – 10:25 

   

Coffee Break & Poster viewing 10:25 – 10:55 

  



 

 

Session 2 10:55 – 12:10 

Invited Speaker – 
Advancing IO through 

Collaborative Research 
and Funding 

From Connection to Collaboration: Building Enduring 
Scientific Partnerships in Immuno-Oncology  

Paula Videira 
NOVA FCT, Portugal 

10:55 – 11:20 

Selected Abstract 5 

Microfluidics-based bioprinting applied for the 
generation of 3D cell models to study  

tumor-immune cells interaction 
Ronald Terrazas Mallea 

(Postdoctoral Fellow, IPC PAS, Poland)  

11:20 – 11:30 

Selected Abstract 6 

Losartan as a mechanotherapeutic adjuvant: 
remodeling the breast TME to improve treatment 

efficacy 
Mutaz Dwairy 

(Researcher, Yarmouk University, Jordan)  

11:30 – 11:40 

Selected Abstract 7 

Dual-Targeted nanoparticle and Immunotherapy 
strategy for colorectal cancer treatment 

Ana Baião 
(PhD student, i3S, Portugal)  

11:40 – 11:50 

Selected Abstract 8 

From matrix remodeling to macrophage polarization: 
the role of ADAMTS1 and NIDOGEN-1 in melanoma 

immunity 
Carlos Peris-Torres 

(Postdoctoral Fellow, GENYO, Spain)  

11:50 – 12:00 

Q&A and  
Open Discussion 

 12:00 – 12:10 

   

Lunch break & Poster Pitch Presentations 12:10 – 14:05 

   

Session 3 14:05 – 15:20 

Invited Speaker – 
Communicating 

Science: From Bench to 
Society 

Signal to Noise:  
Communication Science in 2025 

Thiago Carvalho 
(Fellowsherpa SL, Spain)  

14:05 – 14:30 

Selected Abstract 9 

Combining the intratumoural vaccine adjuvant C100 
with IL33/ST2 axis blockade enhances protection 

against tumour progression 
Lorena Garcia-del-Rio 

(Postdoctoral Fellow, TCD, Ireland)  

14:30 – 14:40 

Selected Abstract 10 

A multidisciplinary approach to target HIF2α and PD-1 
axes in clear cell renal cell carcinoma 

Maitane Marquez 
(PhD student, IIS Biogipuzkoa, Spain)  

14:40 – 14:50 

Selected Abstract 11 

Identifying the drivers of T cell-mediated 
immunosuppression in ovarian cancer malignant 

ascites 
Vitor M. Gaspar 

(Researcher, CICECO, Portugal)  

14:50 – 15:00 

Selected Abstract 12 

Identifying the drivers of T cell-mediated 
immunosuppression in ovarian cancer malignant 

ascites 
Gulsah Albayrak 

(Postdoctoral Fellow, University of Oxford, United Kingdom)  

15:00 – 15:10 

Q&A and  
Open Discussion 

 15:10 – 15:20 

Coffee Break & Poster viewing 15:20 – 15:50 



 

 

Session 4 15:50 – 17:00 

Invited Speakers – 
Grant Proposals and 

Global Mobility in 
Immuno-Oncology 

Building Strong Grant Proposals and International 
Consortia: TRANSCAN-3 ioAVATAR 

Leticia Oliveira-Ferrer 
(UKE, Germany)  

15:50 – 16:15 

From Networking to Career Growth: Lessons from the 
IMMUNO-model COST Action 

Eva Martinez-Balibrea 
IGTP, Spain 

16:15 – 16:35 

Roundtable Discussion 
Defining Success as a Young Researcher and 
Innovator: Metrics, Meaning, and Motivation 

16:35 – 16:55 

Closing Remarks & Announcement of best oral presentations and posters  16:55 – 17:05 

Networking session  Until 18:15 

   

Social event – dinner at “Mind The Glass” Restaurant 
(https://share.google/tg3XsTgtdXcztBOyK) 

20:00 - 23:00 

 
Note: The agenda and speakers are subject to change. Check the website 
(https://www.immuno-model.eu/) for the latest updates.  
 
 
 

Scientific Committee: 

● Catarina A. Rodrigues – Portuguese Oncology Institute of Porto, Portugal 
● Hanne Haslene-Hox – SINTEF, Norway 
● Denis Collins – Dublin College University, Ireland 
● Margareta Correia – Portuguese Oncology Institute of Porto, Portugal 
● Lucia Juhásiková – Slovak Academy of Sciences, Slovakia 
● João Pereira – Institute for Research and Innovation in Health, Portugal 
● M. Helena Vasconcelos – Institute for Research and Innovation in Health, Portugal 

 
 
Local Organizing Committee: 

 
● Cármen Jerónimo – Portuguese Oncology Institute of Porto, Portugal 
● Catarina A. Rodrigues – Portuguese Oncology Institute of Porto, Portugal 
● Filipa Reis – Portuguese Oncology Institute of Porto, Portugal 
● Mariana Costa – Portuguese Oncology Institute of Porto, Portugal 
● Andreia Peixoto – Portuguese Oncology Institute of Porto, Portugal 
● Sara Peixoto da Silva – Institute for Research and Innovation in Health, Portugal 

https://www.immuno-model.eu/

